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V  T   M-W  A  S 
When we visit the retail shops, it seems like the holiday season is already here and the focus is on 

materiality, whether itôs decorations, gifts, or other wants/needs.  As followers of Christ, our focus also turns 
to a loving God as we celebrate Thanksgiving and share our thankfulness for the Creator.  Less than a month 
later we celebrate the incarnation, God With Us. 

Because of the coronavirus, we cannot meet together.  However, because of the gift of social media we 
can increase our attention to the Creator, the Redeemer, and open ourselves to the power of love, the Holy 
Spirit.  To reflect on the meaning of Thanksgiving Day, we will take the opportunity to have a brief 
Thanksgiving prayer service posted on Facebook.  To prepare for the coming of Jesus, we will have four mid
-week Advent prayer services which will be posted on Facebook each Wednesday beginning December 2.  
We pray you will find these services meaningful. 

Join us on Zoom for Virtual Christmas Caroling at 7p on Wed., Dec. 2, 9 and 16!!! 
Zoom invitations will be emailed to you on Monday, November 30. 

(Please contact Tina if you are not on her regular email distribution list!) 
 

Please join us on Facebook at 6:00 pm on Christmas Eve for a Service of Lessons and Carols. 

2021 P 
Thank you to everyone who has turned in their pledge card for 2021.  According to Gary Smith, Treasurer, 
the total amount pledged so far is $105,670.00.  Our Operating Budget for 2020 was $194,965.00 and the 
Stewardship committee is currently working to create the operating budget for 2021.  Your pledges will 
help.  If you have not yet had the opportunity to turn in your pledge card, please mail it back or drop it off at 
the church as soon as you can, or even, in this time of ñvirtual-ityò, email your 2021 pledge intention to the 
church office at office@cpcjc.org. 

Remember that as year-end approaches, your tithes and offerings will be credited to your 2020 Statement 
of Giving if made before December 31st.  (see page 7)  If you have questions, please contact Gary Smith or 
the church office. 

We thank you for supporting Covenant Presbyterian Church in the past and ask that you prayerfully 
consider what to contribute both in terms of financial support and time and effort this coming year. 

Many blessings, Your Stewardship Committee:  Gary Smith, Harry Powell, Lauri Zembower, Bud King 

G   R-O  
Session decided that it would be helpful to have specific criteria for deciding when to reopen.  An ad-

hoc committee was formed (David and Julie Wood and Matt and Kathi Cary) and met to recommend 
guidelines for re-opening the church.  The committee's guidelines/recommendations are to reopen church 
for INDOOR services when both of the following criteria are met: 

1. Average of 15 OR fewer new cases per 100,000 people per day over the previous two weeks in 
Washington County. 

2. Less than 10% positive test rate per 100,000 people in Washington County for two consecutive weeks. 

Outdoor worship poses less risk.  Outdoor gatherings may take place, weather permitting, as long as 
social distancing (6 ft.) is observed.  Wearing masks would be required. 
Session approved these guidelines at the November 8th meeting.  Session will monitor the countyôs data 

week to week.  When these guidelines are met, Session will approve reopening.  This approval can take 
place by electronic vote so there wouldnôt be a delay in the vote while we wait for a regular Session 
meeting date.  Worship committee will need about a week to prepare, then we will be good to go!!! 

Unfortunately, at this time we are nowhere near these recommended guidelines.  We all long for the time 
we can meet in person ï what a joy that will be!  Please be careful, be safe, and follow CDC guidelines. 

Mary OõKeeffe, Clerk of Session 



I   P  N  29ðD  27, 2020 

This Advent Season, we welcome the Rev. Daniel Kreiss to the virtual pulpit.  Dan, along with his 
wife Cindy, has given his career to Christian ministry in a variety of contexts, both internationally and 
domestically.  After decades serving in lay ministry Dan pursued ordination and was ordained in the 
Holston Presbytery in March of 2018, having completed his M.Div at Emmanuel Christian Seminary at 
Milligan College.  Dan completed his Doctor of Ministry at Portland Seminary in Leadership in Global 
Perspectives and is currently pursuing publication of a modified version of his dissertation dealing with the 
need for a more multi-generational and multi-ethnic church.  Dan and Cindy have been married for more 
than 30 years and are the proud parents of 4 amazing children.  Dan just accepted a call to be the Associate 
Pastor for Mission Outreach at Roswell Presbyterian church in Atlanta and will begin in the new year. 

J  Cô  C    P 

Covenant will join local businesses and organizations to decorate trees for ñChristmas 
in the Parkò December 5 through January 1, 2021. 

The Blue Plum Organization and the City of Johnson City recently announced the 
event as a replacement for the traditional Johnson City Christmas Parade, which 
will not be held this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Participating organizations will each decorate a tree in Founders Park.  The 
Outreach Committee is coordinating the effort for Covenant. 
WJHL will highlight trees on air.  Awards will be provided for first, second and 
third places.  Those who visit the park will have the opportunity to vote for the 
Peopleôs Choice Award. 
Guests are encouraged to follow appropriate safety guidelines, including wearing 
facial coverings and observing physical distancing. 
Come out and enjoy all the trees, but of course vote for ours!  Invite your neighbors and 
friends, too. 

G  N   G  J 

2020 Christmas Joy Offering 

Advent is a time of anticipation and promise, of thanksgiving and celebration.  Every year, we pour out 
our gratitude by giving to the Christmas Joy Offering which supports church workers and their families in 
need and nurtures the promise of our future racial ethnic leaders.  Like the shepherds, we hear the news 
and we are stunned:  in Jesus, God has come among us as one of us, to accompany us and transform us.  
As we open our hearts to Godôs love in Jesus, we find it will not be contained but yearns to be shared with 
others.  One of the ways Presbyterians have traditionally responded to the news of Godôs great gift is by 
sharing our own gifts through the Christmas Joy Offering.  The Offering supports racial ethnic education at 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges, where students develop their gifts and find their calling.  It also 
helps families of active and retired church workers meet unexpected needs through the Assistance Program 
of the Board of Pensions.  As we celebrate this good news of great joy ï that a Savior has been born to us ï 
may our gifts bear joyful witness to Godôs uncontainable love.  Please give generously to the Christmas 
Joy Offering. 
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Which letter is silent in the word Scent, the S or the C? 

If poison passes its expiration date, is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous? 

Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty.  

The word "swims" upside - down is still "swims".  



G    W    C 
There are various ways to contribute while the church building remains closed.  Besides dropping off or 
mailing a check, or using online giving, it is also easy (and free) to set up automatic payments through your 
banking institution.  Thank you for continuing to support the work of Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

C ô  26 A  A  G  F 

For many of us, Christmas has become commercialized to the point that we feel pressure to buy and 
consume.  But what do we buy a friend or loved one who has few needs or wants?  This is a special 
opportunity to give to those in need.  During our virtual services on Facebook and in a letter mailed to 
you in November, you learned about the following organizations chosen by the Local & Worldwide 
Missions Committee to sponsor this year. 

Frontera de Cristo, The River, Holston Presbytery Camp, and Second Harvest Food Bank 

As we say every year, if you have a friend or family member who really doesnôt need the latest widget, 
why not consider giving to one of these groups that need your help with their chosen mission?  
Alternative Gift Fair Giving Forms have been mailed to you and are also available in the office. 

Greeting cards with envelopes and small cards describing the various mission organizations are 
available for you to mail to your friends/family so that they will know what has been given in their names.  
Weôre sure they will appreciate your thoughtfulness.  Please stop by the church to pick up these items 
from the table in the hallway in front of the church office.  Regular office hours are  MïTh from 9a to 4p.  
Park in front and Tina will buzz you in so that you can help yourself.  There is also an envelope on the 
table in which you may drop off your filled-out Giving Forms and payments. 

The opportunity to give to these worthy ministry organizations will continue through the Advent season, 
so you will have ample time to participate. 

 
 

T  M  T 

Every year we collect hats, scarves, and mittens for children in our area who need a little 
warmth during the winter.  The Mitten Tree is a tradition here at Covenant and this 
year is no different.  Adapting to the current circumstances, we will use the same 
procedure we are using for the Good Sam Food Offering (see page 5).   

HOPE AND CONNECTIONðIN PRISON AND OUT 

Incarceration can strain family ties to the breaking point.  Prison Fellowship Angel Tree shares the 
love of Christ in a tangible way and strengthens family bonds, delivering personalized gifts and the Gospel 
to children on behalf of their incarcerated parents at Christmas.  Every Angel Tree family is also given 
access to a free, easy-to-read copy of the Bible in English or Spanish. 

And the story continues all year, as Angel Tree CampingÈ makes Christ-centered summer camp 
possible for prisonersô kids and Angel Tree Sports ClinicÊ helps youth be champions on the field and in 
life. Through each program and mentoring opportunity, you can join Angel Tree to meet the physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs of families in your community! 

This year Covenant Presbyterian Church will participate in the Prison Fellowship 
**virtual** Angel Tree program.  An email has been sent to the congregation with directions on 
how to sponsor a child.  (Contact Tina in the church office for information if you did not receive 

the email.)   
Anyone who would like to sponsor a child can do so from the safety of their home.  

There are 10 Angel Tree children available.  At the $42 sponsorship level, the package for the 
child will include one $40 Walmart gift card, a Christmas card containing the message from the 
prisoner, an evangelism piece, and an opportunity to request to receive a free Bible. 

If you have questions regarding the virtual Angel Tree program, please contact Melanie Jones, the 
Angel Tree Coordinator for the Missions Committee, at 423-737-5392. 
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A  101 W 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, January 24
th
 from 3:00 PM ï 5:00 PM (via zoom) 

 

Co-Facilitated by Rebecca Milner & Phyllis Thompson 
 
Christ calls us to love one another, but what is an ally and why do we need an LGBTQ ally 
workshop? 

An ally is a visible member of the community who welcomes, offers safe space for, and provides 
empathy and compassion to anyone concerned with sexual orientation or gender identity issues. 

In the Ally 101 Workshop, participants learn about issues faced in LGBTQIA+ communities and 
resources needed to become better allies to people with marginalized genders and sexualities.  
Participants will also discuss possible scenarios and effective support strategies.  At the end of the 
workshop, each participant will have the opportunity to sign an Allies contract of action and receive 
an ally symbol. 

Why attend an ally workshop?  Some trainers and past participants have listed these four reasons.  
At an ally workshop, you have the chance toé 
 
1. Gather with other people in your community who are interested in learning more and asking 
questions about gender and sexuality.  While workshops and trainings are awesome, they often are 
just the start of the conversation and itôs great to have folks youôre already connected with so you 
can continue those conversations. 

2. Ask questions in real time.  We do our best as we prepare the workshop to anticipate your 
questions but sometimes you need things explained differently and during zoom in-person 
trainings you can get that! 

3. Hear other participantôs questions and reflections.  Sometimes you donôt even know where 
youôre stuck or that youôre stuck at all.  During zoom in-person trainings, itôs easy to learn just as 
much from other participants as it is from the educators. 

4. Practice talking about LGBTQ+ identities, gender, and sexuality.  Lots of time we attend 
trainings to prepare ourselves for future conversations or interactions we might have.  In those 
cases, trainings give us a chance to practice those interpersonal skills and try articulating ideas. 

 

(adapted from ñfour reasonsò for Safe Zone) 
 
Pre-registration will help us plan.  Call or email the church office to pre-register. 
 
Bios: 
 

Rebecca is the ETSU Counseling Program Coordinator and has a background in clinical mental health 
counseling.  In addition, Rebecca is a Safe Zone facilitator and is trained in Intergroup Dialogue.  She earned 
her Ph.D. in Counseling and Supervision from James Madison University. 
 

Phyllis is director of womenôs studies at ETSU, a Safe Zone facilitator, trauma-informed care trainer, and 
member of the ETSU Strong BRAIN Institute.  She earned her Ph.D. in Eighteenth-Century British Literature 
and Gender Studies from LSU. 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 



D  B 
 1 Helen Davis 
 12 Gil Derouen 
 13 Shirley Hines 
 16 Nell Reid 
 17 Jim Paveglio 
 18 Bob Austin 
  Hope Lee 
  Barbara Quisenberry 
 20 Julie Wood 
 21 Bob Armistead 
 29 Tony Madden 
  Allura Sutter 
 31 Dana Hewitt 

  
D  W  A 

(#  Y) 
 14 Hal & Gwen Hunter (46) 
 29 David & Lynnea Salinas (2) 

J  B 
 1 Doris Sanders 
  Anne Webb 
  David Woodmansee 
 3 Jon Fales 
  Marilyn Sherman 
 6 Christian Zembower 
 11 Tyler Rosselot 
 12 Angel Holland 
 13 Lauri Zembower 
 15 Vance Cheek 
  Elaine Warehime 
 16 Bill Hyers 
 21 David Jones 
 24 Kendall Harris 
 25 Sharon Benner 
  Alan Lewis 
  Sophia Miller 
 27 Leonard Robertson 
 31 Donna Bridwell 

G  S  F  O 

The Good Samaritan grocery carts continue to be placed outside the double doors in front of the 
office, under the overhang, between the hours of 10 AM and 3 PM on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  Just drive up, load your items into the cart, and drive off!  If you need 
help, honk your horn and Tina will be happy to assist you.  The donations for the month will be picked up 
from the church after the 4th Sunday to be delivered to Good Samaritan. 

We will continue collecting the following food items through the end of the year: 
 

Jelly/Jam Peanut Butter 
Canned Veggies Canned Fruits 

Dry / Canned Beans 
Rice Soups 

Cereals (hot and cold) 

Canned Meats (Tuna, Vienna Sausage, etc.) 
 

If you wish to make a monetary donation, we will pass it along, too. 

Remember, just because our doors are closed, the work of the Church goes on.  Please give prayerful 
consideration to the needs of others and what you can do to help. 

AFFIRMING ALL GODõS CHILDREN: 
7Å ÁÔ #ÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ #ÉÔÙȟ 4ÅÎÎÅÓÓÅÅȟ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÓÐÉÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ɉ53!Ɋȟ ÁËÁ 0#ɉ53!Ɋȟ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÉÔÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ×ÉÄÅ !ÎÔÉÒÁÃÉÓÍ 0ÏÌÉÃÙȟ ПÉÒÓÔ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÉÎ 
ρωωω ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ ςπρφȢ )Ô ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇȡ 
Ȱ7ÈÉÌÅ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÉÚÅÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÅÔÈÎÉÃ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ×Å ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÉÔÓ 
ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ  'ÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÔÉ-"ÌÁÃË 
ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ÈÁÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȟ ÂÏÔÈ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌÌÙ ɉÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÓÌÁÖÅÒÙ ÁÎÄ *ÉÍ #ÒÏ×Ɋ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÏÄÁÙ ɉÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÍÁÓÓ ÉÎÃÁÒÃÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÄÉÓÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÎÇȟ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÉÎÅÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÒÁÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÏÒÉÅÎÔÅÄ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÔÅɊȟ ×Å ÓÔÁÔÅ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙȡ '/$ ,/6%3 ",!#+.%33Ȣ  
4ÏÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÅÎÉÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÏÏ ÌÏÎÇȢ  /ÕÒ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÁÌÉÇÎ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ 
ÈÁÔÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÂÏÔÈ Á ÒÅÊÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ "ÌÁÃË 
ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ 
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OCTOBER TREASURERõS REPORT 

Income to General Fund  
October  

Actual     $10,468.91  

vs. Budgeted    $16,247.00  

Expenses from General Fund  
October  

Actual     $10,211.48  

vs. Budgeted    $16,247.00  

Year to Date Income  
General Fund  

      Actual                   $ **157,052.62  

vs. Budgeted    $162,470.00  

Year to Date Expenses from  
General Fund  

Actual     $138,503.01  

vs. Budgeted    $162,470.00  

The 5-Cents a Meal Offering  
for October was $30.00.  

**included pre -paid pledges from 
2019 and applied to 2020.  

Sharon Fuhrman; Pat Wiley; the Dollar and Lee 
families; Mary Derouen; Lori Simon, Tinaôs sister; 
the Rev. Jeff Moncier (from Pat Wiley); Judy 
Roberts (from Hope Lee); Dr. David Runner; 
Wayne & Sue, friends of Mary OôKeeffe; 
the Bledsoe family (friends of the Cobles); the 

Chisolm family (from Julie Wood) 

Our mission co-workers: 
Bob & Kristi Rice:  South Sudan 

Jon & Kathy Christiansen:  Zimbabwe 
 

Ministries of the Presbytery: 
UKirk ETSU (Pres. Campus Ministry) 

Holston Presbytery Camp 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

BABMOCðAnother Way To Give 

I want to say thanks to all who have prayed 
for me through my recent health crisis. 

I still have some issues to deal with but, with 
God's help, I survived.  Thank you for being my 
wonderful church family. 

With love and gratitude, 

Sharon Fuhrman 
 
 

Thereôs an old saying that you canôt have your 
cake and eat it, too, but thatôs not so! 

On the 15th of November I received my 
birthday cake from my dear Covenant family and 
friends.  They were going to present it to me at 
the outdoor service, but that service was 
canceled because of weather.  However, it was 
hand-delivered to me at home by Don and Patti 
Coble. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you.  
And thank you for all the birthday 
cards, too.  God is good! 

Jim Starr 

TO COVENANT : 

N  A  Y-E  C  
Here are just a few reminders as you consider your year-

end contributions to the church. 

If possible, please consider fulfilling your ñ2020ò 
Pledge.  If you are planning on giving a contribution of 
stock, please have a broker statement in the Church Office 
no later than December 31, 2020, for the gift to be included 
as a ñ2020ò contribution.  To those who have made your 
2021 Pledge, thank you for supporting the church and its 
mission. 

All donations must be delivered or mailed (and 
postmarked) on or before December 31, 2020 in order 
to receive a charitable tax donation for ñ2020ò.  Checks 
that are given in January 2021 will not qualify for a 
charitable tax contribution deduction in 2020.  However, 
checks that are written, mailed and postmarked in ñ2020ò 
will be deductible in 2020 even if not received by the 
church until 2021. 

If you plan to fulfill your pledge or give to other funds 
online, please do so before December 31st, if possible, so 
that your gift will be processed for the month of December. 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the church. 
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